
Community National Schools

Perspectives from the ETB 



The Perfect Fit!?



● State - funded
● Multi-denominational, 

equality based 
approach

● Proven record for 
solution provision for 
evolving society in 
Ireland

● Not without 
controversy 



Plurality of Provision 
model

• 96% Denominational – 90% Catholic - policies

• 2 Muslim Schools

• 1 Jewish School

• 4% Multidenominational Schools 

• Divesting of schools 

 



Community National 
Schools 

• Opened in 2008 as emergency schools

• 11 schools in total – Dublin, Kildare, Meath, Cork 

• Patron – Minister of Education – ETBI

• Single manager

• Open enrolment policies ( multi – faith/belief)

• Ethos of inclusion, equality and the celebration of diversity



● Challenge of 21st 
Century

● Governance 

● Role of a ‘ patron’ body 
and characteristic spirit

● The question of religion



‘Huge response to 
religion curriculum 

plans’ ‘Bishop defends the 
right of schools to 

choose their ethos’ 

‘Schools should teach Irish 
values, which are historically 

Christian’



 

vacuum?

‘A board shall perform the 
functions conferred on it and on a 
school by this Act and in carrying 
out its functions the board shall—
(b) uphold, and be accountable to 
the patron for so upholding, the 
characteristic spirit of the school 

as determined by the cultural, 
educational, moral, religious, 
social, linguistic and spiritual 

values and traditions which inform 
and are characteristic of the 

objectives and conduct of the 
school

(Education Act, 1998, Section 
15.2.b.).



Governance 
9



Practical Implications of
living out the characteristic 

spirit. 

Structure

Patron and
Board of 

Management Professional 
Development 

Curriculum

Leadership 

Celebrations

Policies



  Why global Schools Project 

§Working with the ‘ patron’ 

§Working with the leadership

§Professional Development

§Embedding in curriculum

§Ethos
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